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Swamp walk connects children with nature


To engage the community in a discussion of the importance of keeping children connected to nature, Concord Children’s Center has scheduled events this fall that are free and open to the public.


 These events are co-hosted by Sudbury Valley Trustees (SVT).


On Oct. 30, environmentalist and biologist Dr. Bryan Windmiller will lead a walk through the woods and fields surrounding Gowing’s Swamp. Along the way, participants will explore the smaller animal life of the area, flipping logs, looking for late-flying dragonflies, and learning about the vernal pools and rare species that thrive in this beautiful habitat.


The walk will depart at 9:30 a.m. from the playground at Concord Children’s Center, in the Ripley School administration building at 120 Meriam Road. Advance reservations are required.


On Thursday, Dec. 9, author and educator David Sobel will discuss why the movement to create nature-based playgrounds for young children is so important to children growing up in today’s technology infused world, and why it is critical for parents, educators and communities, to assure that children have places to play and learn that encourage the connection to nature. 


Environmentalists along with Sobel caution that without childhood experiences in nature, people will fail to raise a new generation of caretakers for the Earth.


Sobel is the author of several books including “Children’s Special Places,” “Beyond Ecophobia,” and “Children and Nature: Design Principles for Educators.” Director of the Center For Place Based Education at Antioch University, Sobel lectures nationally on parenting and educating that connects children with the natural world.


The lecture and walks are free and open to the public, but reservations are required. 


Call 978-369-3747 or e-mail ripley@concordchildrenscenter.org to reserve a space on one of the walks or for the lecture.


At each event there will be the opportunity to view the Children’s Center’s concept plan for a handicapped accessible nature-based playground to be built at Ripley. 


The Children’s Center hopes to gather feedback and input from the community before developing a final design. For more information about this project, contact Children’s Center Executive Director Pat Nelson at 978-369-3747 or executive@concordchildrenscenter.org.


Concord Children’s Center, a non-profit early childhood care and education program, has been a leader in the local early childhood community since 1975. Over the past two years the center has become particularly interested in the national concern over children’s lack of access to nature. 


With a $6,000 grant from the Northwest Suburban Health Alliance the center spent a year meeting with local early childhood specialists and landscape architects to develop a plan for a nature based playground to develop a series of activities that would promote a community wide discussion of how we can assure that all young children have access to the outdoors and become future stewards of the environment.


SVT is a regional land trust that conserves land and protects wildlife habitat in the Sudbury, Assabet and Concord river basin for present and future generations. SVT implements its mission through land protection, stewardship and educational programs. SVT owns a significant portion of Gowing’s Swamp, adjacent to the Ripley School where the Children’s Center infant, toddler, preschool and school age programs are located. Gowing’s Swamp, nestled in the beautiful, glaciated woodlands is a rare bog and vernal pool complex. The subject of Thoreau’s many reflections, Gowing’s Swamp has been the fascination of naturalists, scientists, and writers for more than one and a half centuries.
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